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Happiness 
Does God love you?  Does God want you to be happy? 
 
How important is your happiness to God?  Let’s take a vote (everyone has to vote): 
  
 Very Important 
 Important 
 Unimportant 
 Very Unimportant 
 Don’t Know 
 Forgot to Vote (I told you everyone has to vote!) 
 
How many of you are Christians, raise your hands.  I have a question for the Christians, if you not a Christian 
this question is not for you so just the Christians should answer. 
 
If happiness is God’s top priority for you where is the best place for you to be to be happy?  Heaven.  Yet we 
are all still here.  So why are we still here?  Let them list some reasons (plan, unfinished work, evangelism, 
etc).  Tonight I am going to show you what the plan is, what the unfinished work is and guess what?  It’s the 
same for everyone.  Since we are all still here that means that being happy is not the top priority.  It also 
means that something else is.  Tonight we will find out what God’s top priority is.   
 
We will answer the question, “What is the Prime Directive”? 
 
Ephesians 4:13 – “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”   
Developing the Character of Christ. 
 
I Peter 1:6,7 – “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which 
is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ;”  Developing a Godly Faith. 
 
Godly Faith and a Christlike Character are extremely valuable in eternity.  They are like gold and God loves 
you so much he wants you to be as successful as possible in eternity – he wants you to have as much of these 
two things as possible.  If God has to put you through some short term unhappiness on the Earth in order to 
build these two things into your life He is willing to do that.   
 
Key Point: The Prime Directive is the development of a Godly Faith and a Christlike Character in your life. 
 
Does God want you to be happy?  Of course He does.  Is it His top priority? No. 
 
Discipline 
Hebrews 12:11 – “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who 
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” 
 
Discipline:  Training of mental, moral, & physical powers by instruction, control, practice 
 
So, God uses discipline to help us grow in Faith and Character.  What does discipline feel like?  It is sorrowful 
or painful at the time.  But what is the result?  Righteousness.  
 



Proverbs 6:23 – “For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light; and reproofs for discipline 
are the way of life.”  God uses many things to develop our Faith and Character but the tool he uses most 
often day in and day out is discipline applied by human authority. 
 
What’s a Reproof?  It is correction – I don’t like the way you did that – do it this way next time – authorities will 
be talking to you that way for the rest of your life.  Its not personal, that’s just the way life is. 
 
Romans 13:1,2 – “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore whoever resists 
authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves.” 
 
Human Authority – You Can’t Escape 
Authority:  The power (ability) & legal right to punish & reward others within certain boundaries of life. 
 
All authority comes from and is established by God.  When we resist authority we are opposing the ordinance 
of God himself.  Because of this we need to think long and hard before resisting an authority that God has put 
in our life. 
 
Most of the people who are going to have authority over us will be non-christians.  Why is that?  Because most 
people are non-christians.  Do we still have to obey the authority if they are not Christians?  Yes.  They are 
being used as agents of God in our lives even if the authority themself is unaware of that. 
 
As you get older will you be under more authority or less?  More, in fact you will be under human authority of 
one form or another until the day you die – in fact, you cannot escape.   
 
Let’s say you have a rebellious 18 year old boy.  He graduates from high school and he says, “I’m not going to 
college, I’m tired of people making me go to school.  I’m going to do whatever I want and I’m old enough now 
that there is nothing my parents can do about it.  I’m going to have fun and just party every day!”  What’s going 
to happen to him?  After a while he is going to run out of money.  “Dude, I’m out of money.  I got to have 
money to party, dude”.  So what does he do?  He goes down to McDonald’s or something and gets a job.  
What do you get when you get a job?  You get a boss - “I don’t like the way you made that burger, do it this 
way next time” – and there he is right back under authority.   
 
Or maybe he says, “I’m ready to get out of this town.  I’m going to travel the world and make my own decisions, 
live my own life, get away from everyone who knows me.  I’m tired of people telling me what to do.  I know, I’ll 
join the Army!”  Its not long before he meets the First Sergeant.  Better do what he says or you’ll be in the brig.  
Or maybe the Marines, then he’ll meet the Gunny Sergeant – “I don’t like the way you dug that trench, do it this 
way next time”. 
 
Or maybe we have a rebellious 18 year old girl.  “I’m tired of my parents telling me what to do.  I’m going to do 
what I want and be free.  I know, I’ll get married”, and there she is back under the authority of her husband. 
 
Human authority – you can’t escape, its impossible. 
 
Rebellion – A Direct Threat to the Prime Directive 
What happens if we rebel against these authorities God puts in our lives? 
 
I Samuel 15:22,23 – “Samuel said, Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of 
rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because 
you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king."  
 
In the eyes of God a spirit of rebellion is on the same moral plane as witchcraft, sorcery, and the occult.  We 
need to remember that rebellion is extremely nasty stuff and will cost us.  Why is it so nasty?  Because if you 
are in rebellion it is not possible to grow in character and faith.  Because it is a direct threat to the main reason 
you are still on the Earth, God is committed to dealing with it.  In fact he has a four step plan. 
 



 
God’s 4 Step Plan to Deal with Rebellion 
 
1) Proverbs 13:24 – “He who spares his rod hates his son but he who loves him disciplines him 
 diligently,”  Until age 12 or so, parents are God’s primary tool to deal with rebellion.  What does the word 
 “rod” mean in this verse?  The Hebrew word used here means a wooden stick.  This verse says that 
 parents who love their children will spank them to teach them not to rebel against authority.  When done 
 properly, spanking uses physical pain to drive rebellion out of the child’s heart.  After age 12 the rules start 
 to transition to adult rules.  Hopefully, most of the work in learning to submit to authority will have been 
 accomplished.  If not, then step 2.  
  
2) Proverbs 17:11 - “A rebellious man seeks only evil, so a cruel messenger will be sent against him.”  
 Some versions describe the cruel messenger as a “merciless official”.  If a person continues in rebellion 
 outside the control of the parents God will use officials from human institutions to discipline them.  They 
 can be somewhat cruel or merciless if resisted.  These can include teachers, bosses, the military, police, 
 justice system, etc.  Unlike parents these people do not care about you.  They are not concerned with how 
 you feel about the matter.  They expect you to obey them or they will punish you.  Because God is patient 
 he will continue to use this method for many years to get the attention of the rebellious person so that they 
 might repent.  But if after some time a person continues to resist authority even though disciplined by 
 these officials, eventually God will move to step 3. 
 
3) Proverbs 29:1 – “A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond 
 remedy.”  If a person still refuses to turn away from rebellion after discipline by these officials God will 
 eventually elect to permanently destroy part of the person’s life and will leave some element of pain in their 
 life until they die.  Examples:  Moses did not enter the Promised Land because of his rebellion (anger) in 
 the desert (Deuteronomy 32:48-52), Paul had a thorn in the flesh, a disability that was very painful and  
 that he lived with everyday until the day he died (II Corinthians 12:7-9).  Pride was his issue.  In the vast 
 majority of cases people will come to their senses and stop rebelling after either steps 2 or 3.  In the few 
 cases where they continue to rebel after all of this God will eventually move to step 4. 
 
How many of you saw the movie “The Passion of the Christ”?  Out of the whole movie I only found one 
mistake.  Remember the crucifixion scene where the two criminals were crucified next to Jesus and one of 
them was mocking Jesus?  What happened (in the movie) to that criminal?  A bird pecked out his eyes.  That 
didn’t really happen.  Mel Gibson misappropriated a verse out of Proverbs.  It turns out the verse happens to 
be the next one we are going to look at.  So let’s look at it and I’ll explain what it means. 
 
4) Proverbs 30:17 – “The eye that mocks a father and scorns a mother, the ravens of the valley will 
 pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it.”  Its important that you understand that birds do not pick at 
 the eyes of living people.  So, if a bird is eating your eye what does that mean?  You are dead.  What 
 else?  You are not buried.  So if a person continues in rebellion against parents, officials, and even after 
 God has permanently afflicted them, God moves to the last step.  You are laying in a ditch by the side of 
 the road, alone, dead, and unburied……..and after a while, the birds come, and they start pecking at 
 your eyes. 
 
If rebellion continues then God will cut a person’s life short.   
 
This does not mean that everyone who dies young was rebellious – people die for many reasons.  But it does 
mean that if a person continues in rebellion it eventually will lead to his life being shorter than God had 
originally intended. 
 
Why would God do this?  Because the Prime Directive has been thwarted.  The person is not going to repent.  
There is no longer any hope that their Faith and Character are going to be developed.   
 
Therefore, there is no longer any reason for them to remain on the Earth. 
 
 
 
 



 
Submission to Authority 
What makes submission to authority so difficult? 
 
Fear.  The fear of abuse, of being taken advantage of, a fear of being unprotected. 
 
What is required for us to be able to overcome this fear & submit as God tells us to? 
We must have confidence that God will protect us. 
 
Proverbs 21:1 – “The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it 
wherever He wishes.” 
 
Rarely will an authority ask you to do something illegal or immoral.  If they do you should, of course, reluctantly 
decline (with humility and respect) but you should be able to point to the specific biblical verse whose principle 
they are asking you to violate.  If you cannot do this you should try to obey.   
 
However, what authorities will ask us to do a lot is stuff we don’t want to do.  Learning how to obey when we 
don’t feel like it develops our faith and character and results in an eternal weight of gold.  You can’t do it unless 
you fully trust God to be in control and take care of you and that is what it comes down to.   
 
Do you have enough faith to believe that God really is in control of the people who have authority over you? 
 
In summary, we are to submit to the authorities God has put in our life.  If the authority is unreasonable or 
harsh we are to still submit.  In His time and in His way God will then intervene on our behalf.  He will be our 
protector, He will be the one who brings us justice.  He can do this by redirecting the heart of the authority 
concerning us and in many other ways.  We need to make sure we do not resist authority unless the specific 
verse of biblical principle can be identified since God often uses authority to teach us things we may not want 
to learn (see the book of Daniel for examples of how to interact with godless authority).  If we choose to resist 
authority or to dishonor or disrespect them then God will not intervene on our behalf and we are on our own.   
 
 
Transitions 
The question always comes up, “But what about a boss that is unethical?  What about the Revolutionary War 
when America rebelled against England?  These are transition situations. 
 
In the case of the Revolutionary War the men that led that effort had to convince a majority of Americans to 
follow them in rebelling against an unjust government and they had to be willing to die, be maimed for life, 
and/or be financially ruined because it provided benefits for their descendants more so than for them 
personally.  In fact, almost all of the signers of the Declaration of Independence experienced one or more of 
these consequences.  Even these situations are transitory – in other words as soon as the war was over what 
was the first thing they did?  They set up a new government and there they are right back under authority 
again. 
 
In the case of the unethical boss you can quit your job.  You will have to be willing to go without income during 
the transition period which will be a hardship for you and your family.  When the transition is over you will have 
a new job and there you are right back under authority again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



QUIET TIMES ALONE WITH GOD 
JEREMIAH 15:16 

THEME: Obedience to Authority 
PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:   Ephesians 4:13, I Peter 1:6-7 
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:  Hebrews 12:11, Proverbs 6:23  
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:  Romans 13:1-2, I Samuel 15:22-23 
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 

 



QUIET TIMES ALONE WITH GOD 
JEREMIAH 15:16 

THEME: Obedience to Authority 
PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:  Proverbs 13:24, Proverbs 17:11, Proverbs 29:1, Proverbs 30:17 
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:  Deuteronomy 32:48-52, II Corinthians 12:7-9  
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE FOR MEDITATION:  Proverbs 21:1 
How does this passage relate to the theme? 
 
 
When I reflect on this passage, does it primarily convict, encourage or challenge me?  Explain why: 
 
 
 
How will I apply this passage to my life in the coming week and is there anything I can do today to make 
this passage a part of my Christian life? 
 
 
 
 
 

 


