Prayer Dispatch 06.10.14/ Report From South Africa

grace community international

Sermons from the Kabwe Marriage Covenant Seminar are now available for listening
and downloading at the GCI Sermonaudio webpage: sermonaudio.com/GCI.

In this Prayer Dispatch...
L. The Ministry of Intercession
IL. Arrival and First Day of Ministry
III.  Day Two - Full Day of Ministry
IV.  Family Discipleship Seminar Day One
V. Sunday Worship Service
VI.  Family Discipleship Seminar Day Two

VII. Prayer Requests: As you minister with us throughout the world through

your intercessions please allow the accompanying passage from the Word
of God to guide your prayers
2 Corinthians 1:11 “you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that
thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us
through the prayers of many.”
A. Christ’s explanation of the Parable of the Sower gives an excellent
overview of the impediments to the ministry as well as the results of
God'’s blessing. As you pray over these passages pray for those to whom
we ministered in South Africa. Oppose the impediments and then ask
God for lasting fruit.
Mark 4:14-20

O 14 "The sower sows the word.

O3 15 "These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is
sowmn; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes
away the word which has been sown in them.

0 16 & 17 "In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was
sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in
themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or
persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall
away.

O 18 & 19 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among
the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, but the
worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires
for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes
unfruitful.




0 20 "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good
soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty,
sixty, and a hundredfold."

B. Continuing on the theme of the blessing of God’s Word and the ministry
of God’s Word please claim
O John 15:16 " You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed
you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would
remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He
may give to you.”
And
O Isaiah 55:11 “So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what 1
desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”

C. That God would bless the ministry materially, that we might in turn bless
those to whom we minister.
2 Corinthians 9:6-8

O 6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

O 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

O 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance
for every good deed;

O Matthew 6:19-21

3 19 " Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

0 20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

O 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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Dear Prayer Warriors,

God has greatly blessed your ministry of intercession on this trip. | realize that “pray for me”
has become almost a cliché, but Eleanor and | take your ministry very seriously. That is why we
post weekly ministry blogs, post almost daily Facebook ministry reports and send weekly prayer
dispatches with extensive prayer requests.

The great missionary Paul, under the divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, instructs
intercessors in this area throughout the Epistles.

Ephesians 6:19-20

“and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in
chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.”

Colossians 4:3

“praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which | have also been imprisoned;”

1 Thessalonians 5:25

“Brethren, pray for us!”

2 Thessalonians 3:1



“Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified,
just as it did also with you;”

Hebrews 13:18-19

“Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves
honorably in all things. And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you
the sooner.”
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Personally, I think one of the best teachings on the ministry of intercession given by God the
Holy Spirit is found in 2 Corinthians 1:11 “you also joining in helping us through your prayers,
so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through
the prayers of many.” Here we learn three key truths concerning intercessory prayers for
missionaries:

#1 *“you also joining in helping us through your prayers...”

In God’s value system, those who labor in prayer and those who labor on foreign fields are co-
laborers together. They share equally in the ministry and in the rewards. No one need feel
guilty that he cannot be physically living in another country, ministering, because God has
created a way for all to minister with missionaries through prayer. This is not mere promotional
hype, for God the Holy Spirit never resorts to salesmanship. Instead, He explains clearly to
Christians how they may minster effectively with missionaries.

#2 “so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf...”

Through your prayers, prayers of thanksgiving abound. Not only do your prayers assist
missionaries but they multiply praise and thanksgiving to God throughout the world. Thus, you
minister to the missionary, you minister to those on foreign fields and you minister to God.
What a fantastic ministry!!

#3 “for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.”

This is a very real truth. Missionaries for whom you pray are blessed in ways that they would
otherwise not experience. Doors are opened, ministries are blessed, the Word goes out in power,
they are protected in numerous ways and sustained in times of trial and illness.

This is truly an important ministry to which you are committed. No wonder the Apostle Paul
pleaded with the church in Thessalonica “Brethren, pray for us!”

Arrival: On our arrival we were sustained and protected by your prayers. Right at touch down
the pilot gunned the engine and we took flight again. Severe winds were buffeting the plane and
there was a bird strike, causing him to abort the landing. On the next landing it was one of the



roughest, most turbulent and harshest landings that | can remember. As El and | prayed, | can
remember thinking — “My intercessors will bring us through” and you did!

At the airport, all of our boxes and bags made it through and, when we passed through passport
control and customs, my longtime friend of 30 years, Udobong Idemetor, was there to meet us
with his team. What a joyous reunion we had.




The First Night

Waiting for us at Udobong’s home were a group of pastors and ministry leaders. They wanted
me to share key lessons of life that had enabled me to walk with God from my conversion in
1968 till today. | emphasized that some of the decisions | thought were crucial turned out to not
be that important, while others — to have a daily quiet time, to memorize Scripture, to do a Bible
study that entailed preparation, to learn how to witness, to submit to the Lordship of Christ in
fellowship and relationship with the opposite sex, to marry a godly woman, to continue to walk
with God and minister after college, turned out to be the most important decisions of my life.

The Second Day



The next day we had lunch with a business executive, who was first ministered to in Zimbabwe,
by Navigator missionary Mark Lewis. This was a particular blessing as | once led Mark in Bible
study when he was a student and Eleanor led his wife Janet in Bible study,too. Now I was
ministering the Word to the fruit of Mark’s missionary zeal. It was very humbling.



Later that night, I met with a leadership study comprised of pastors, generals and staff where |
spoke on “The Lordship of Jesus Christ.” One South African Air force General was particularly
excited to hear that my son Sam had made a stand for Christ as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force.

S Y WO R T R P
The Family Discipleship Conference — Day One
I was really humbled by the turnout to the Family Discipleship Seminar. Many were there
because of the testimonies of those who had attended the FDS and Marriage Covenant Seminar
three years ago. Others had accessed material on the website, still others had come across the




many CD’s which we left behind. The result was that the turnout was greater than expected and
stayed constant throughout. | was especially humbled by the number of pastors who attended.

Worship Service

My message for the worship service Sunday was on the “Spiritual Development of Children”
with an emphasis on the father’s role. The key passage was Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
GCI has an uncompromising commitment to the ministry of the church. Ephesians 1:22-23
“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”



The Family Discipleship Conference — Day Two

Following the morning worship service, the FDS continued into the late afternoon. There were a
number of high points beyond the enthusiastic reception of the lectures. First, throughout the
conference, men played a key role, both in leadership and attendance. In fact, in all meetings
there was an equal number of men and women and, in some, the men outnumbered the women.
The cultural lie that African churches are filled with women and crying babies is nothing less
than slanderous and | fight this stereotype whenever | have the opportunity. Meal times were
especially fruitful—onetime a pastor and his wife, another time a young professional couple,



then another a professional football star, who had come to Christ and now found his family
values very different from his wife’s. All in all, the second day’s ministry exceeded the first.

Space does not permit a true understanding of how blessed your prayer ministry was this past
week in South Africa and | do hope that you will visit our Facebook page and go through the
various albums to see the fruit of your ministry of intercession.

I hope this gives you a little idea of how the ministry went in South Africa. It was a time greatly
blessed of God and we know that it was your prayers which have empowered our ministry these
past two weeks.

I close this email, as always, with a deep and abiding thankfulness for your sacrificial
and effectual prayers, which empower and drive this ministry ever forward in the cause
of Christ.

By His mercy,

IT Corinthians 4:1

Rev. John S. Mahon

Grace Community Int. - Pretoria/Johannesburg, South Africa

Please allow me to close this dispatch with a hymn from my prayer notebook that has
been especially meaningful to me...

(Psalms 104:33-34 “I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 1 will sing praise to my
God while I have my being. Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for me, I shall be
glad in the LORD.”)

Link to music/tune for this hymn: http://nethymnal.org/htm/h/o/holyholy.htm

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee:
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!




Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,

Who wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, Holy, Holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy - there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise They name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

(Reginald Heber - Born: April 21, 1783, Malachipas, Cheshire, England. Died: April 3,
1826, Trichinopoly (Tiruchirappalli), Tamil Nadu, India, of a cerebral hemorrhage while
bathing. Buried: St. John's Church, Trichinopoly, Tamil Nadu, India (north side of the
altar). Heber attended Brasenose College, Oxford, where he won a number of awards
in English and Latin. He received a fellowship to All Souls College, and later became
Rector at Hodnet, Shropshire, England. In 1823, he became, somewhat reluctantly, Bi-
shop of Calcutta, India. Most of his hymns were published after his death. He lived,
ministered, worshiped and blessed those around him with his gifts in an era when
service, rather than fame drove the writers of hymns to compose and bless the church
with their efforts.



