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For real time prayer reports and ministry insights - Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/gciweb 

We post daily and you will receive up to the minute real time reports. 
 
In This Dispatch… 

I. “you also joining in helping us through your prayers,” 

II. “so that thanks may be given by many persons” 

III. “for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.” 

IV. How it all began 
V. Prayer Requests:  Please allow the passages below from holy Scripture to 

guide your prayers… 
2 Corinthians 1:11 “you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that 
thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us 
through the prayers of many.” 

A. Bless the ministry of the Word – as you pray for the ministry of the Holy, eternal, 
inerrant written Word of God, please bring before God these principles from 
Mark 4:14-20  Oppose those things which hinder the Word and then ask God to 
give us good soil upon which to sow the preaching and teaching of God’s Word. 

 14 "The sower sows the word.   
 15 "These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; 

and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word 
which has been sown in them.  

 16 "In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the 
rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with 
joy;  17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; 
then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately they fall away.   

 18 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; 
these are the ones who have heard the word,  19 but the worries of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.   

 20 "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and 
they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold."   
 

B. Ask God To Bless Those Who Support Our Ministry Financially – that we might 
in turn serve, minister to and bless these sacrificial pastors and lay ministers 
throughout the world. 

 Philippians 4:17 “Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit 
which increases to your account.”  

http://www.facebook.com/gciweb


 Philippians 4:19-20 “And my God will supply all your needs according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 Luke 6:38 "Give , and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap 
a good measure — pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For 
by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."   

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 
 10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness;  

 11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us 
is producing thanksgiving to God. 

 
 

 
 
Dear Prayer Warriors, 
God the Holy Spirit teaches the church in 2 Corinthians 1:11 “you also joining in helping us 

through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the 

favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.”  Notice the key principles of intercessory 

prayer given here to us by God. 

 

“you also joining in helping us through your prayers,” 

God the Holy Spirit here teaches that you can help missionaries through prayer and we did 

indeed experience your help.  At each key step of this exciting enterprise your prayers gave us 

just the helping hand we needed.  From the funds to buy the Bibles, to their safe arrival in 

Nigeria, to their smooth transition with us through customs – at each step your prayers helped us 

by guarding and protecting this ministry of the Word. 

 

“so that thanks may be given by many persons” 

Words cannot begin to express the joy of the pastors who received their personal leather study 

Bible with their name embossed  on the front.  For many it was the first leather study Bible they 

will ever own – some with tears, others with shouts of praise, all with thankfulness to you and to 

God 

 



“for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.” 

We did indeed experience God’s favor through your faith and prayers.  Over and over again I 

thought, “My prayer warriors are standing here with me, God will see us through” And you did – 

and He did! 

Over 20 Boxes of Bibles, Bible study aids and Bible reference works boxed and checked in with 

us when we boarded. 

All safely through customs with no pilferage, theft, loss or damage 

And we do not pay bribes.   

God the Holy Spirit teaches in Ecclesiastes 7:7 “...a bribe corrupts the heart.” We do not travel 

thousands of miles, leaving behind family and church, to corrupt hearts, but rather to redeem 

them.  Eleanor and I have traveled in over 25 countries taking thousands of volumes around the 

world and we have never paid a single bribe nor lied on our visas applications.  This is made 

possible by the power of your prayers and we praise God for this ministry of intercession.  I 

often say, “if the Apostle Paul paid bribes, why did he spend so much time in prison?” God the 

Holy Spirit teaches that for two years Paul was in prison when the only thing that stood between 

him and freedom was a bribe.  Instead of a bribe he preached Jesus and this has been our model 

as well Acts 24:24-27 “25 But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the 

judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, "Go away for the present, and when I 

find time I will summon you." 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be 

given him by Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 

27 But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus,…” 

 

How it all began 

I remember on my first mission trip to Nigeria sitting in the front row as I was introduced by the 

pastor as the guest speaker for that Sunday morning service.  As he read the passage for the 

message he took out a battered Precious Moments Bible held together by a rubber band and 

began to read.  I thought “We can do better than that!”  Many of these pastors have Bibles 

brought by visiting short term mission teams, businessmen and the like.  Many, before leaving 

for the mission field drop by the lost and found at their church and get any unclaimed Bibles to 

take with them.  I decided then and there, to the degree that God would honor my faith and 

prayers, and those of my Prayer Warriors, that GCI would supply quality leather study Bibles to 

the pastors, lay ministers and student workers who attended our conferences and in whose 

churches, we preached.  God has blessed this ministry and we give all the glory to Jesus and the 

credit to your faith, prayers and generosity. 

 

 



 

“I have been praying for a study Bible” 

I hear this over and over again and these last few weeks have been no exception.  Godly pastors 

whose primary prayer is for a quality study Bible – something many of us take for granted but 

for these sacrificial servants of the Lord it is no less than a miracle. 

 

 
 

“I have been saving three years for a study Bible” 

A pastor shared this with me just this past week.  He had been saving for three years for a leather 

study Bible.  He was still not at his goal and had just about lost hope when his contact left for 

America permanently.  Now even if he was able to save up the money he had no way of getting 

the Bible.  Your faith, prayers and generosity met the need of this servant of the Lord and will 

bless him for years to come. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



“These Bibles exceed the monthly salary of most who get them” 

My host minister made this comment in the pastor’s office the first week of our ministry here in 

Lagos at the Baptist Leadership Conference.  He wanted me to know and to communicate with 

you what a blessing these volumes are.  Many of these ministers live from month to month on 

the edge of poverty with little if any left over for savings.  You cannot imagine the joy and the 

feeling of being blessed by a miracle which they could only pray and hope.  The expressions of 

joy upon receiving a quality leather study Bible that before had only been a matter of faith 

almost beyond them cannot be put into words.  Many will carry it the box so as to extend its 

life.  The written Word of God is indeed a treasure to these minsters and we are so thankful to 

you for your part in blessing them. 

 

 
 

By God’s grace and your prayers, we will be at this till Jesus comes or till Jesus takes me home. 

I close this email, as always, with a deep and abiding thankfulness for your sacrificial 
and effectual prayers, which empower and drive this ministry ever forward in the cause 
of Christ. 
 
 
 
By His mercy, 

II Corinthians 4:1 

Rev. John S. Mahon Director Grace Community International – ministering in Nigeria as we 

look forward to our ministry in Cameroon.  Preaching Jesus, Teaching the Word of God, 

Building up the Church 

 
Please allow me to close this dispatch with a hymn from my prayer notebook that has 
been especially meaningful to me... 
(Psalms 104:33-34 “I will sing to the LORD  as long as I live;  I will sing praise to my 
God while I have my being.  Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for me, I shall be 
glad in the LORD.”) 
 
 



Hymn… All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name!  Let angels prostate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all; 
Bring for the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all! 
 
Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, Ye ransomed from the fall; 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace and crown Him Lord of all; 
Hail Him who saves you by his grace and crown Him Lord of all. 
 
Let every kindred, every tribe, on this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, and crown Him Lord of all; 
To Him all majesty ascribe and crown Him Lord of all. 
 
O that with yonder sacred throng we at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown Him Lord of all’; 
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all. 
 
(Words: Edward Perronet 1726-1792  Perronet, son of an Anglican minister, descended from French Hu-
guenots who fled the continent to escape religious persecution. For a time, Perronet was a co-worker of 
John and Charles Wesley. John Wesley was always trying to get him to preach, but Perronet, though cap-
able, was somewhat in awe of Wesley, and always deferred to him. Any time John Wesley was present, 
Perronet felt Wesley should do the preaching. But John Wesley was not one to take “no” for an answer. 
So, one day, in the middle of a meeting, he simply announced, “Brother Perronet will now speak.” Think-
ing quickly, Perronet stood before the large crowd and declared, “I will now deliver the greatest sermon 
ever preached on earth” (you can imagine he got everyone’s attention). He then read the Sermon on the 
Mount, and sat down.) 

 
 
 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/e/s/wesley_j.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/e/s/wesley_c.htm

