
Mahon Russian Dispatch #2  09.23.09 – Ministering To The Ministers 
   
Pictures  
1_Seminary Class: Pictured is the class I am teaching - In center Natalia the 
seminary administrator and to her right holding Bible Oleg Volkov.  Oleg is a 
former student of mine and pastors the Pushkin Church you have prayed for so 
much.  Oleg also teaches an Old Testament course at the seminary and handles 
the computer in of things.  To my right is Pastor Sasha Schmidt a converted 
German Jew who is also a Lutheran pastor.  Sasha is the seminary rector as well 
as handling translation work for my classes.  El, as always is close by my side.  
This is the class to whom we minister – you through your prayers and gifts, me 
through the teaching of the holy, eternal, inerrant written Word of God. 
 Together we are impacting the spiritual future of this great nation.  All but two 
of the students are full time pastors and represent churches from the 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Independent Bible and Lutheran churches.  
   
2_Evgeniy pastors a church in Kazakhstan , a former Soviet Republic .  When he 
discovered that El and I would be ministering in Tyumen (Siberia) this February 
he asked that we fly south to Kazakhstan to minister in his church as well.  This 
will require us to amend our 2010 budget and we ask for your prayers in terms 
of wisdom and provision.  I now minister in the churches of two former students 
in Russia and I am loathe to equip a student from the classroom and then when 
asked, not come to his church to serve and encourage as well.  As a teacher I 
consider it the greatest of all compliments to be asked by a student and fellow 
pastor to minister from his pulpit in his church.  
   
3_ Andre (left) and Eugene (Right) pastor Baptist churches in the Black Sea 
region of Russia.  I have been humbled by their zeal for the Word of God and 
the seriousness with which they take their studies.  All but two are full time 
pastors and the remaining two are part time Youth Ministers preparing for the 
pastorate.  These are serious men, doing a man’s job under hard and trying 
circumstances.  They have come to work, for them this is no vacation and they 
take their classes very, very seriously.  
   
4_ & 5_ Kirrle and Urie pastor churches in the area of the great eastern seaport 
of Vladivostok .  This is on the Pacific coast – seven time zones east of St. 
Petersburg .  It would be a great blessing to these men and their fellow pastors in 
the region for the seminary to offer an extension class in their area.  We look 
forward to expanding our ministry to this great and historic region of Russia .  
   
6_ Jenya graduates – You have been praying for Jenya for a number of years.  We 
have known and ministered to Jenya since we first met him as a young, single, 
university graduate starting out in his first job as an engineer.  Now he is 



married, has a little boy named Nakita and his daughter is due next month. 
 What a privilege to be asked to speak at his graduation ceremony.  Jenya now 
lives in the Moscow area and has asked us to plan on visiting him and 
ministering with him in the near future.  
   
   
For Daily Quiet Times, Bible Studies, Messages and Pictures visit our website at 

www.gciweb.org  (simply place your cursor on the link then control + click)  
   
   
In this dispatch...  
   

I.                    Equipping Through Seminary Classes  
II.                 Serving In Their Churches  
III.               Supplying Them With The Word of God  

IV.              Encouraging Them and Blessing Them  

V.                 Prayer Requests...  
A.    Two of the students attending class are pastors from 
Kazakhstan , a former Soviet Republic which is now and 
independent country.  They have asked me to include them in our 
Winter – Spring Mission trip.  In addition students from 
Vladivostok , in far eastern Russia are attending.  The seminary 
has asked us to travel to Vladivostok to teach an extension class.  
Both of these are exciting opportunities but to accept it will require 
us to raise additional support to cover travel expenses.   

1.      Will you please join with us in prayer.  Ask God to raise up 
additional supporters.  
2.      As you do so please ask the Lord to reveal to you as well if 
He is leading you to be a part of this new and exciting ministry 
opportunity.  
3.      Please claim 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 “Now He who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all 
liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to 
God.”  

B.     Pray for the ministry of the Word in the lives of these seminary 
students and pastors.   

1.      Please claim John 17:17 where Christ prays, “Sanctify them 
in the truth; Your word is truth.”   
2.      Ask the Lord to use His holy, eternal, inerrant written 
Word to set these pastors apart for His glory.  



3.      Petition the Lord to use His holy, eternal, inerrant written 
Word to set these pastors apart for His service.  

C.     As you pray for these pastors and students please claim Psalm 
119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”  

1.      That God’s Word would both guide them in His will  
2.      and protect them from dangers along the way.  

D.    Lastly please pray Jeremiah 15:16, that God would give these 
men the same hunger and love for the Word that was evidenced in 
Jeremiah when he cried to God, “Your words were found and I ate 
them, And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my 
heart; For I have been called by Your name, O LORD God of 
hosts.”  

   
Dear Prayer Warriors,  
One of the  Greatest joys of my life is getting men into the Word of God.  For me 
this is the meat of the ministry and I thrive on it.  When you add to that the fact 
that the men you are serving are pastors and leaders in the church it is a double 
blessing.  What a thrill these last three weeks in Russia have been as I have the 
great blessing and privilege of ministering to ministers.  
   
Equipping Through Seminary Classes  
The seminary which Rev. Blake Purcell founded is indeed unique.  I remember 
Blake as a student and member of the ROTC at Texas A & M University 
proclaiming that he would not only like to preach the gospel in what was then at 
the height of the cold war, Leningrad , Russia but found a seminary there as 
well.  Of course many laughed at him but that was 1976 and this is 2009 and the 
seminary Blake founded in what is today, St. Petersburg, has been training 
pastors for about ten years now.  The student body is unique in that it’s ministry 
is centered exclusively on the pastorate.  Building up pastors of churches and 
training future pastors.  I consider it one of the great privileges of my ministry 
career to be able to serve and teach these dedicated and godly men.  Together we 
are investing in the spiritual future of Russia .  
   
Serving In Their Churches  
The majority of students in the seminary are also pastors with active on going 
ministries in their respective churches.  It is our privilege to serve and bless these 
men in their calling in two primary ways.  First is to preach the holy, eternal, 
inerrant, written Word of God on Sunday morning.  A second way we serve in 
the churches of these pastors is to lead Family Discipleship and Marriage 
Covenant Seminars.  These are used primarily to build up the marriages and 
families in the church and then to start new ministries – small group Bible 
studies and Sunday school classes.  We consider this one of the great blessings of 
our calling, to bless these pastors and their churches with the Word of God.  



   
Supplying Them With The Word of God  

Many pastors still minister with worn and outdated Bibles.  Quality Bibles are 
coming on the market but the demand is so small that these are generally 
“Cinderella” publishing projects and the cost is very high for the average 
minister.  One of the great joys of this ministry (which your gifts make possible) 
is to supply God’s ministers with quality leather Bibles which will last them 
many, many years to come.   
   
Encouraging Them and Blessing Them  

Pastors in Russia labor long hours under harsh conditions.  Their wives also 
make great sacrifices to enable their husbands to minister.  As we travel God has 
blessed our ministry of encouragement and exhortation.  Both Eleanor and I 
spend many hours with pastors and their wives – sometimes just listening, often 
times counseling and at other times just blessing them with a shopping trip to 
buy books or much needed personal items.  Whatever the need we seek to bless 
all those with whom we come into contact.  It is your generosity that makes this 
ministry of encouragement possible.  
   
By His mercy, 
II Corinthians 4:1  

Rev. John S. Mahon  

   
Please allow me to close with dispatch with a hymn from my prayer notebook 
that has been especially meaningful to me...  
(Psalms 104:33-34  “I will sing to the LORD   as long as I live;  I will sing praise 
to my God while I have my being.  Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for 
me, I shall be glad in the LORD.”)  

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior, 
Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 

Hear my humble cry; 

While on others Thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by. 

Refrain  

Savior, Savior, 

Hear my humble cry; 

While on others Thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by.  

Let me at Thy throne of mercy 

Find a sweet relief, 



Kneeling there in deep contrition; 

Help my unbelief. 

Refrain  

Trusting only in Thy merit, 

Would I seek Thy face; 

Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 

Save me by Thy grace. 

Refrain  

Thou the Spring of all my comfort, 

More than life to me, 

Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 

Whom in Heav’n but Thee? 

Refrain  

Francis Jane Crosby 1820 – 1915 Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist 

in history. Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, she wrote over 

8,000 hymns. About her blindness, she said:  “It seemed intended by the blessed 
providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the 
dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not 
accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been 
distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.”  
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