
 
Mahon: Kenya Dispatch #6 09.12.07 - The Witnessing and the Word of God 

Pictures: (This week has been so action packed that you will receive a series of pictures 
over the next few days so as to not clog up your mail box.) 
This first series of pictures gives a quick over view of the conference this past weekend at 
Ridgeways Baptist Church. 
1. Roger (84 years young) gives a bold testimony quoting some 15 passages word perfect. 
2. Dr. Mertz presents a workshop on the Biblical Principles of Purity - again centered 
upon the Word of God 
3. I had the honor of giving the opening message 
4. But when all is said and done, this is the objective - men in the Word. 

 
For more Daily Quiet Times, Bible Studies, Messages and Pictures visit our website at  
www.gciweb.org

Dear Prayer Warriors, 
 
I have been greatly impressed of late by the inseparableness of the message of salvation 
and the Word of God.  Now this would seem to be obvious because when it comes right 
down to it, the only information we have on 
1. Jesus Christ 
2. Our sinful state 
3. The message of salvation 
Is from the Word of God. 
 
Somewhere along the line, the witness became a story about man's spiritual experience 
rather than about Christ and His free gift of eternal life.  God the Holy Spirit instructs us 
concerning what witness is, and by default is not, in I John 5:11-13 "And the witness is 
this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son 
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I 
have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may 
know that you have eternal life." 
 
The reason this is fresh on my mind is that one of the primary ministries of the teams who 
are joining us in Kenya continues to be that of witnessing.  We have seen fruit and will 
continue to do so.  I have stressed from the beginning to the teams that we will be 
building our understanding of what it means to witness from the instructions of God the 
Holy Spirit as revealed in the Word of God.  
 
"The witness is this 
1.      God has given us eternal life 
2.      This life is in His Son 
3.      He who has the Son has this life 
4.      He does not have the Son of God does not have the life 
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5.      These things I have written 
        a.      To you who believe in the name of the Son of God 
        b.      In order that you may know that you have eternal life" 
 
This then is the break down of the "Witness" 
 
A.      The witness centers upon God not man 
        1.      God has given us eternal life: It is God centered, not man centered.  God is the 
center of the discussion not man.  When it is all over, what people remember is Christ 
and His Word, not man and his experience. 
        2.      This life is in His Son: The message centers around the work of Christ not the 
experiences of man.  As Paul so aptly put it in I Corinthians 2:1-2,  "And when I came to 
you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God.   For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified." 
        3.      Now this would seem to be obvious but in witnessing many times far more is 
said of the biographical sin credentials of the witness than of "Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified".  The witness is not about us, we are the context but not the message.  We are 
the example but not the principle.  We are the frame but not the picture. 
 
B.      The witness has an edge to it 
    1.      He who has the Son has life: The first aspect of this "edge" is that we offer those 
to whom we are witnessing the opportunity to partake of the eternal life which is only 
found in Christ.  In other words there is a decision involved in our witness.  We are the 
ambassador brining the message.  Our experience is not the message and our message 
does not begin and end with our experience.  Again we are exhorted in  II Corinthians 
5:20,  "Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God."  When man's 
experience replaces Christ as the center of the testimony, invariably the testimony ceases 
to bring men to a point of decision. 
    2.      He who does not have the Son of god does not have the life: The second aspect of 
our witness though is to make it clear to the person to whom we are witnessing that the 
consequences of rejection of Christ is an eternity in Hell, eternal separation from God. 
    3.      Our witness is more than simply telling people about a lifestyle change which we 
made which resulted in a great improvement of the quality of life which we are now 
experiencing.  Our witness is of the truth of God's message of salvation as offered by 
God, as experienced by ourselves and as applied to the listener.  The exclusiveness of 
Christ, the offer of eternal life and the consequences of rejection are all contained in the 
witness.  Unfortunately we live in an age when many shave off the first and last point, 
only mentioning the middle, and that without reference to the Word of God, instead only 
the context of their personal experience. 
 
C.      The witness is centered upon the Word of God. 
    1.      These things I have written: God's Word plays a central role both in our witness 
and in instructions upon how to witness. 
        a.      To you who believe in the name of the Son of God 



        b.      In order that you may know that you have eternal life 
    2.      There is a confidence which comes with our witness - God, Jesus, Heaven, Hell, 
Eternal Life, Christ the only hope of mankind, the immediacy of the opportunity to 
believe - these and more are shared with confidence.  We Know!! 
    3.      The witness is Word centered because the truths and power of our witness is not 
revealed in our changed lives but in the power of the Gospel and the power of the eternal, 
inerrant, holy, written Word of God.  Our confidence is not that someone will look at our 
lives and say, "Gee whiz, I have always wanted to be just like you!"  But rather the 
spoken Word of God, in the context of our witness of God, of Jesus Christ, of the eternal 
life we found in Him, of the eternal separation from God of all who reject Him, that these 
truths will penetrate the heart by the power of the Word of God, not the attractiveness of 
our life.  God the Holy Spirit says it so well in Hebrews 4:12 & 13,   "For the word of 
God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, 
but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." 
 
The message of salvation was never meant to be our spin, our interpretation of Christ but 
rather the proclamation of God the Holy Spirit's good news concerning Christ.  We are 
the conveyor of facts not the creator of facts. 
 
There are a number of passages from the Word of God which affirm this. 
 
Our salvation is based on specific knowledge.  For man to be saved he must have specific 
knowledge. 
2 Corinthians 2:14  "But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in 
Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every 
place." 
 
It is our responsibility, when witnessing of  Christ, to give specific knowledge.  A person 
cannot be saved without believing specific things about Christ which can only be known 
through His Word - the Bible. 
 
God confirms the teaching that the message of salvation is inseparable from the Word of 
God in a number of passages... 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and 
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
 
1 Peter 1:23-25 
23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that 
is, through the living and abiding word of God. 
24 For, "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 
withers, and the flower falls off, 
25 But the word of the Lord abides forever." And this is the word which was preached 



to you. 
 
James 1:18  In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that 
we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures. 
 
I Thessalonians 2:9-13 
9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as 
not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we 
behaved toward you believers; 
11 just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one 
of you as a father would his own children, 
12 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 
kingdom and glory. 
13 And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us 
the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it 
really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 
I share this with you because this doctrine is so central as to how we proclaim the gospel 
and give our witness. 
Our witness is not the relating of a spiritual/mystical life changing experience but rather 
the truth of the gospel. 
 
In our witness Christ and the Word of God take a central position and we and our 
experience take a secondary position.  A person may be saved through the Word of God 
apart from ever knowing of our experience or of the experiences of others.  That is why 
in our testimony we quote the Word of God.  
 
In a short testimony the Word of God "crowds out" out experiences.  Many find this 
frustrating but this simply reveals the pride of man.  Imagine actually saying to God, 
"Your Holy Spirit's Words are crowding out my words".  Many feel quoting the Word of 
God breaks up the continuity of "their story".  Imagine actually saying, "I have to keep 
the Holy Spirit from interrupting me when I give my testimony.  He means well but He 
breaks up the continuity of my story." 
 
Let me encourage you to in humility give God the Holy Spirit's Words, the inerrant, 
eternal, written Word of God, front and center in your testimonies.  When you give your 
testimony and it is time for God to speak, for you to quote His Words, slow down and 
clearly proclaim the Word of God.   When you are finished make sure the Word of God 
was clearly spoken, not hurried through.  That men go away impacted by the Word of 
God, clearly and succinctly delivered by you His ambassador. 
 
As you pray for our ministry and the ministry of our teams, ask the Lord to bless us with 
the ability to Christ and His Word in the forefront and our lives in the background. 
 
As always we minister by the grace of God and the effectual prayers of you our prayer 
warriors. 



 
By His mercy, 
II Corinthians 4:1 
Rev. John S. Mahon 
Grace Community Int. 
Nairobi, Kenya: Testifying of Christ and Him Crucified  
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