
Mahon: Kenya Dispatch #15 10.**.07 -  The Word First Hidden, Then Proclaimed

Pictures 

1_Rich Smith shares Bible study with home group of Indians.  The lights went out but no 
problem, Rich called upon a large store of memorized verses to complete his message. 

2_Eleanor leads a weekly Bible study of pastor's wives.  One of the wives excitedly 
shared how over the weekend she had arrived to speak at a women's conference only to 
find she had left her talk at home.  No problem she used the 12 passages she had 
memorized as part of her Bible study prep to give her talk. 

3_Hear Dr. Webb ministers during tea break at a conference.  Dr. Webb used his 
memorized verses throughout the week to bolster the faith of young men and strengthen 
Francis in his assurance of salvation 

4_Roger here gets a young staff man to check his verses.  We heard over and over again 
that the fact that these teams living testimony at working so hard studying and 
memorizing God's Word for this mission trip was one of the biggest testimonies of all. 

5_Dr. Mukolwe speaks at the Word Vision Conference.  Again the director exhorted the 
participants to recognize not only the message but the fact that most of the verses were 
quoted by memory in both the messages and question and answer times that followed.  

For more Daily Quiet Times, Bible Studies, Messages and Pictures visit our website at 
www.gciweb.org  

I.        A Seeming Contradiction: Hidden to be made known 

II.     Scripture memory is clearly taught in Scripture 

III.   Examples from our ministry here in Kenya 

IV.  Prayer Requests 

A.     Claim Psalm 119:11 - That God's Word would keep us from sin as we minister 
her in Kenya and throughout the world 

Psalm 119:11  "Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against 
Thee." 

  

B.     Claim Joshua 1:8 - That our success in the ministry would be due to our reliance 
on the Word of God through meditation and obedience - directly applying it to all 
situations.   

http://www.gciweb.org/


Joshua 1:8  "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that 
is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success."  

C.     Claim Colossians 4:6 - That our speech would be seasoned with the salt of God's 
holy, inerrant, eternal, written Word and as such we would be found able to quote 
from God's Word when answering questions. 

Colossians 4:6  "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with 
salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person."  

D.     Claim I Peter 3:15 - That in the defense of the faith it would be God's holy, 
eternal, inerrant, written Word, unsheathed and in use, not man's wisdom.  Ask 
God to give us a quick and solid grasp of passages memorized and reviewed, 
when ministering in both formal and informal situations. 

1 Peter 3:15  "but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence;" 

  

Dear Prayer Warriors,  

"You must quote three Bible verses.  You cannot quote John 3:16.  You must give us the 
reference.  If you cannot do this you will die!"  The men speaking brandished their 
machetes.  They were backed by an angry crowd of Islamic militant students.  The Imam 
held a King James Bible in hand, ready to check them on their quotations.  What would 
be your response?  Fortunately for these three African Navigator college students they 
were able to quote three verses word perfect and more.  In disgust the Islamic students 
roughed them up a bit and let them go.  They were not however hacked to death by the 
machetes the students were brandishing.    

As I finished talking with these young men and their parents I reflected on the importance 
of Scripture memory and how blessed I was to be raised up early in this discipline.  The 
Baptist youth minister, Wyman "Mitch" Mitchell, who lead me to Christ, (1968 - my 
junior year of high school) began immediately to start me down the road of Scripture 
memory.  Two years later I became involved in a campus ministry known as The 
Navigators, which at the time had a strong emphasis on Scripture memory.  Before being 
allowed to lead a Bible study you had to quote to your Bible study leader the 60 verses of 
the Navigator Topical Memory System, word perfect.  Scripture memory (hiding God's 
Word in your heart) was one of the key spiritual disciplines which prepared me for a 
lifetime of the proclamation of the gospel and the teaching and preaching of the Word of 
God.  



It seems contradictory to say that something must first be hidden to be made known.  Yet 
this is exactly what we are commanded to do in terms of memorizing and meditating 
upon the holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word of God.  

Scripture Memory is clearly taught in Scripture.  Now I know that the phrase, "scripture 
memory" is not found in Scripture and that is not the claim I am making.  Just because a 
particular word of phrase is not found in Scripture does not mean the concept is not 
clearly taught.  The word Trinity is not found in Scripture yet who would argue that 
Matthew 28:19 & 20 (one of but many) does not clearly teach the concept.   There are 
many other examples as  well.... 

Omniscience - Psalm 139:1 - 4 

Omnipresence - Jeremiah 23:23 & 24 

Omnipotence - Job 42:2 

Are all attributes of God which are universally accepted, though the none of these words 
can be found in Scripture.  Similarly we use man words concerning the life and practice 
of the church, which though not occurring in the Word of God, accurately sum up the 
principle.  Examples of these are... 

Sacraments 

The Lord's Supper 

Bible 

Bible Study 

Scripture Memory 

These and more terms are regularly used to sum up spiritual principles.  The fact that the 
exact word does not occur for any of them makes them no less Scriptural.  

The exact word "Scripture Memory"  is not mentioned in Scripture but that does not in 
any way lessen the impact of passages in Scripture which clearly teach the principle.  One 
of the earliest of such passages which I memorized as a young college student was Psalm 
119:9 & 11             

"How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Thy word....Thy 
word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee." 

  



A companion verse to this (also one of my early Scripture Memory verses) which links 
the dual disciplines of Scripture Memory and Meditation is Joshua 1:8  

"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success."  

By Scripture memory the Word of God is "hidden" or "laid up" in our heart for 
immediate access, any time day or night.  We are then able to meditate upon it day or 
night, we are able to call upon it for protection from sin, we are able to put it to instant 
use in personal evangelism and in ministering to others.  

By Scripture Memory the holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word of God is first hidden in 
our hearts. 

By Scripture Memory the holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word of God is then ready for 
use at a moments notice  

We see this exemplified in the book of Acts.  The apostles time and time again, when 
faced with trials or in sticky ministry situations could quote immediately from the Word 
of God.  In Acts chapter two Peter did not cry out for the Joel Scroll and then wait while 
it was rolled out on the floor and the appropriate passage found, rather he quoted 
immediately from the Word of God.  (For your edification one of the QT batteries 
provided in this dispatch provides for meditations on this passage and others where the 
apostles exhibited their commitment to Scripture Memory.)  

Scripture Memory has been greatly used by God by the teams here in Kenya.  Examples 
of this are too many to list but I thought I would share a few anecdotes from the last week 
or so...  

Richard Smith was asked to give his testimony at two different churches this morning.  
How was he able to do this, because he has some 15 passages memorized and ready to 
share at a moments notice.  Sunday evening he was invited to speak to a home group 
from NPC Parklands made up of Hindus who have been converted to Christ through one 
of Dr. Mukolwe's Disciple makers, Professor Raj.  Just before the meeting was to begin 
the electricity went off.  Because of Richard's command of the Word of God through 
Scripture memory he was able to continue with his message, quoting liberally from the 
Word of God.  

Eleanor's Bible study consists of pastor's wives who in turn lead Bible studies consisting 
of the women in their various churches who in turn lead their own studies.  One of the 
ladies was asked to speak recently at to a gathering of women in a neighboring city.  To 
her dismay, upon arrival she realized that she had left her message back at home.  She 
reported with confidence that instead of giving her planned message she spoke on the 
topic of personal discipleship using the 12 verses Eleanor had lead them in memorizing.  



Each team coming to Kenya had to memorize some thirty passages in preparation for 
their ministry.  (For these passages see attached files)  The Oklahoma City team was no 
different and these men confidently spoke of Christ, the gospel, the authority of the Word 
of God and other topics as they were called upon, without flinching, in confidence that 
they could unsheathe and use with skill the Sword of the Spirit, ever at hand and 
available to them through the discipline of Scripture Memory.  

Benton Nickles exhibited the value of Scripture Memory as he confidently quoted 
passages concerning sin, death, judgment, Christ and Him Crucified, the new life in 
Christ and the call to faith in Christ.  As he rode in the dark on the way to the airport his 
last night in Kenya he lead Francis, the driver of the van, to Christ.  

Dr. Webb, who arrived with the next team, did follow-up with Francis using the same 
passages to assure him of his security in Christ and the freedom from dead works.  He 
spoke of the need for growth and the importance of the Word of God as they drove about 
Nairobi, all from passages carefully laid up in his heart. By the end of the week Francis 
was asking Dr. Webb to write out the key passages he had been quoting to him 
throughout the week.  His favorite, and one which I have heard Dr. Webb quote many 
times to Francis this past week is Titus 3:5   "He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,"  

You can imagine my pride in OKC Team member Roger when I came across him during 
one of the breaks in the conference encouraging Tony, a young Navigator Staff Trainee 
in keeping his verses sharp.  Tony had asked a question and Roger instead of just 
answering pulled out his verse pack and asked Tony to review him on the appropriate 
verses.  This modeling was a great encouragement to the young staff who spent time with 
men as old or older than their fathers, yet still committed to laying up God's Word in their 
hearts.  Of course the greatest example to us all was Eagle Heights Baptist Church team 
member Roger, who at 84 years young added my verses to his large store of Scripture 
Memory passages which he keeps sharp by constant use and by regular review.  

Dr. Chip McWilliams meets regularly with Gary back in Oklahoma City for 
accountability and Discipleship training.  He has had Gary memorizing God's Word for 
over two years so adding the verses I requested was just a continuation of Gary's lifestyle, 
as developed and trained by Dr. McWilliams.  Gary confidently taught a seminar on 
Scripture memory on more than one occasion.  People were amazed that a layman, a 
pharmaceutical salesman, could have such a command of Scripture.  I was not amazed.  I 
know Dr. McWilliams and his commitment to Scripture memory.  When Gary asked if he 
could do his seminar on Scripture memory, all I needed to know was that he was a 
disciple of Dr. McWilliams in order to give my confident "OK".  II Timothy 2:2 is indeed 
true, both eternally and in the lives of these men, "And the things which you have heard 
from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be 
able to teach others also."  



Dr. Mukolwe and I were asked to share at the East African Staff Conference for World 
Vision International.  At the close of the conference the director's stood to give this 
testimony, "The number one thing I got out of this weekend conference was not so much 
the messages that you and Dr. Mukolwe preached but rather the verses you rattled off 
during both your messages and during the question and answer times that followed.  I am 
rededicating myself to Scripture memory."  

Scripture memory is one of the cornerstone spiritual disciplines of the Word of God.  It 
should go hand in hand with hearing, reading, studying and meditating.   Anyone who is 
serious about his walk with God and his ability to minister to others should neglect none 
of these disciplines.  Too often our emphasis is on hearing and reading.  Sometimes you 
will find men who not only attend a Bible study but actually do their Bible study 
preparation.  Far, far too few men give themselves rigorously to the spiritual discipline of 
laying up the treasure of God's Word in their heart that it might be accessible at a 
moments notice.  I praise God for the privilege of ministering with men these last two 
months who are willing to give themselves to the discipline of Scripture memory.  Men 
committed to laying up God's Word in their heart,  that they might be ever ready, every 
available to God the Holy Spirit, whenever He might need to call upon them to unsheathe 
the holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word of God for the defense of the faith or the work of 
the Gospel.  

As always we minister by the grace of God and by the effectual prayers of you our prayer 
warriors.  

By His mercy, 
II  Corinthians 4:1 

Rev. John S. Mahon 

Grace Community Int. 

Nairobi, Kenya - in the company of Bible quoting men 
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