
Mahon: Kenya Dispatch #7 09.19.07 – Scripture Memory and it's role in our 
ministry 
For more Daily Quiet Times, Bible Studies, Messages and Pictures visit our website at 
www.gciweb.org 
 
Pictures 
1. Dan and I go over plans for Houston Team 
2. Over 35 Couples are Memorizing God’s Word 
3. Mike Blevins Gives His Testimony  
4. Attorney Larry Foerster Works on His Message and Verses 
5. Dan’s Wife Ministers Confidently Using Her Scripture Memory 
 
I.      Scripture Memory: 
II.     Witnessing 
III.    A Double Testimony 
IV.     Bible Study – NPC Parklands FDS 
V.      Dr. Rusty Lacy 
VI.     The Word of God remains central to our ministry 
VII.    Prayer Requests: Please claim and pray over the following passages for us and 
for the Houston team this coming week 
A.      Psalm 119:11  “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin 
against Thee.”  That God’s Word would effectually work in our hearts, guiding us to do 
that which is right and protecting us from sin. 
B.      Joshua 1:8 & 9   "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will 
have success.  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble 
or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." – That our 
success would be as a result of our use of and conformity to God’s holy, inerrant, eternal, 
written Word. 
C.      2 Timothy 4:2  “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season...” – That 
in our witnessing, God’s holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word would always be in the 
forefront and our words and our stories and our stories would always take a back seat and 
hold a secondary position. 
D.      Acts 2:16  “but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel...” – That as 
Peter and the Apostles quoted liberally from the Word of God, so our messages and our 
teachings would be punctuated throughout by the passages which we have memorized. 
E.      2 Timothy 2:2  “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” – 
That by their modeling and use of Scripture memory the team might embolden, 
encourage and disciple others in this important discipline of the ministry of the Word. 
F.      1 Peter1:25  “But the word of the Lord abides forever." And this is the word 
which was preached to you.” – That first foremost and always our ministry might be one 
of holding forth in evangelism, in teaching and in preaching the holy, inerrant, eternal, 
written Word of God.  That in doing so we might know nothing but Christ and might 
promote nothing but the glory of God. 



 
 
 
 
 
Dear Prayer Warriors, 
 
Houston team and its church origins... 
 
I.      Scripture Memory: 
Psalm 119:11  “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against 
Thee.” 
 
During this mission trip I have become more convinced than ever of the power and 
effectiveness of Scripture memory in personal evangelism, Bible study and ministry.  
Each of the teams have memorized over 30 passages of Scripture in preparation for their 
mission assignments and this has paid off in great spiritual dividends.  God’s the Holy 
Spirit indeed instructs us in this in Joshua 1:8 & 9   
 
"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.  Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 
 
With God’s Word ever on our lips, ever at hand, we may expect to be bold in our witness, 
effective in our teaching and prosperous in our ministry.  God gives His pledge that He 
will bless the ministry of His holy, eternal, inerrant, written Word if we will only step 
aside and let it do it’s work.  The more I minister at home and abroad the more 
confidence I gain in the holy, eternal, inerrant written Word of God and the less 
dependant I am on the methods and schemes of man. 
 
II.     Witnessing 
2 Timothy 4:2  “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season...” 
 
We have seen this in witnessing.  As I type this message the Houston teams are out 2 X2 
witnessing door to door in the dormitories, making evangelism calls in businesses and 
homes and sharing spontaneously in the market place.  They do this with no formal 
training in culture and anthropology, no long courses in cross cultural relationships and 
no extensive language training.  They do this with the Word of God ever upon their lips, 
a personal testimony in which the Word of God, not their “story” is emphasized and a 
with their Bibles with them and open and they do this fruitfully.  Men are coming to 
Christ, people are joining Bible studies, ministries are being blessed and the Word of God 
is openly proclaimed.  
 
III.    A double testimony / A double ministry 



Luke 6:45  "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is 
good...” 
 
This has been a double testimony.  Not only has the Word of God been prominent but the 
Kenyans with whom they are ministering and the churches in which they are ministering 
have also been renewed in their confidence in the Word of God and zeal for Scripture 
memory.  It has been a double ministry because not only are they bearing fruit but the 
teams themselves are getting excited about sharing God’s Word.  Mike Blevins, one of 
the team members from Colorado told me just last night that in every conversation he 
tries to steer it towards the Word of God.  He stated boldly during the evening meal, “I 
went to a lot of trouble to memorize theses verses.  I sure am going to use them!!”  Team 
member after team member has shared how Scripture memory has not only broadened 
their ministry but ministered as well to their own hearts. 
 
IV.     Bible Study – NPC Parklands FDS 
Acts 2:16  “but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel...” 
 
The Apostle Peter, as with all the Apostles, quoted liberally from the Word of God.  In 
this passage he does not first call for the Joel Scroll, role it out on the floor, get down on 
his hands and knees, locate the passage and then read it – rather he quotes confidently 
from this passage which is part of his scripture memory battery.  Throughout the book of 
Acts you can see the Apostles modeling Scripture memory.  I have been teaching the 
Marriage Covenant Seminar at NPC Parklands.  One of the assignments for the some 35 
couples attending this class is to memorize Ephesians 5:22 – 33.  It has been exciting to 
watch, as at the opening of the class, couple after couple stand and quote their Scripture 
memory.  These couples attended the Family Discipleship Seminar last year memorizing 
over 20 passages, continued on with a program known as the Topical Memory System 
with some 60 verses and are now continuing on with the Marriage Covenant Seminar in 
Bible study and Scripture memory. 
 
V.      John Crawford, Dr. Rusty Lacy & Paul Biquet 
2 Timothy 2:2  “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 
 
John Crawford never checked me on a verse the whole ten years he supervised me.  He 
did however constantly have me check him on his verses.  He did however always have 
his verse pack out on the dash of his car, the seat beside him, the coffee table as he ate or 
his desk at his study.  He motivated me in this area in a time of life when many ministers 
become too big for their britches and lay aside this ministry.  I will forever be indebted to 
Mr. Crawford for this service to my life and my ministry.  Dr. Lacy is an engineer with 
Shell oil in Houston and attended a Sunday School class and discipleship course I lead at 
Rice Temple Baptist Church in Houston, TX.  It was then that he first became excited 
about Scripture memory and when he signed up for this team he asked specifically that he 
be able to teach a workshop on Scripture memory.  He is doing just that and motivating 
Kenyan businessmen in this discipline.  Not only that, John Crawford, Navigator 
missionary to New Zealand, master of Scripture memory, my role model in this 



discipline and long time friend sent from his own “personal stock” some 20 Topical 
Memory Systems for Dr. Lacy to use and distribute as Kenyan businessmen become 
excited about the discipline and ministry associated with Scripture memory.  Paul Biquet 
has been in Bible study with me and we have drawn close over the years.  You will find 
attached to this email a copy of an email from Paul which I just received today.  I was 
greatly encouraged to hear from Paul his growing confidence in the Word of God and of 
those who have come to Christ because of this. 
 
VI.     The Word of God remains central to our ministry 
1 Peter1:25  “But the word of the Lord abides forever." And this is the word which was 
preached to you.” 
 
Whether in teaching the Family Discipleship Seminar, the Marriage Covenant Seminar, 
whether at one end of the spiritual spectrum, in personal evangelism, or at the other in 
training future pastors and leaders in Bible colleges, seminaries and staff institutes,  
whether in preaching and teaching or in distributing to pastors, ministers and 
missionaries,  the Word of God remains central to our ministry.  Grace Community 
International holds unabashedly to the inerrant, holy, eternal, written Word as we preach 
and teach the risen Savior throughout the world. 
 
We minister as always by the grace of God and the earnest and effectual prayers of you 
our prayer warriors. 
 
By His mercy, 
II Corinthians 4:1 
Rev. John S. Mahon 
Grace Community Int. 
Nairobi, Kenya: Memorizing for the preaching and teaching of the Word of God 
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