
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Study In The Doctrine Of Baptism 
For Candidates of 

Spring Memorial Baptist Church 
 

“Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan  
coming to John, to be baptized by him.” 

Matthew 3:13
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Believers Baptism  
Adult 

 
I. The Ordinance Of Baptism is generally recognized as having three aspects… 
 

A. Obedience on the part of the Christian: Matthew 3:15 But Jesus answering said to 
him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 

 
B. Obedience on the part of the minister: Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 

 
C. A public witness to the church: 1John 5:8 For there are three that bear witness, the 

Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 
 
II. Baptism is a necessary ordinance of the church, based on these three principles. 
 

A. The Christian’s responsibility to obey the Word of God. 
Matthew 3:15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 
 

1. It is an act of obedience by the Christian - in order to “fulfill all righteousness” 
2. It is an act of submission to the authority of church leadership who have 

themselves been commanded to baptize new believers. 
a. Spiritual Obedience: Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; 

for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for 
you.” 

b. The Word of God is replete with examples of church leadership taking a 
proactive stance in this area… 
1.) Acts 10:48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 
2.) Acts 22:16 'And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash 

away your sins, calling on His name.' 
3. As Christians we are responsible to follow the Lord in obedience irrespective of 

our perceived maturity.   
a. A Christian is not free to say, “I am too old to obey God”. 
b. Nor is he free to say, “I am to spiritually mature to obey God”. 
c. Yet how many say this very thing about baptism? 

 
B. The Minister’s responsibility to obey the Word of God 
Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
Matt 28:20  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 
 

1. It is an act of obedience by the minister. 
2. Ministers are commanded by God to “go and make disciples”.  This is broken 

down into two subcommands 
a. To baptize “in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” 
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b. To teach “all that I commanded you” 

3. Ministers are not free to separate the command to “baptize” from the command to 
“teach”. 

4. Notice that the requirement of ministers to baptize linked to salvation.  Rather it is 
an aspect of disciplemaking.  It is part of their responsibility towards all believers 
under their charge – to bring them to maturity in Christ. 

 
C. The church’s responsibility to obey the Word of God 
1John 5:8 For there are three that bear witness, the Spirit and the water and the blood; 
and the three are in agreement. 

1. It is an Acts of obedience by the church 
2. In fulfilling their command to be witness of the witness the church has the 

responsibility to… 
a. provide both the opportunity  
b. and the setting for the witness to take place. 

 
D. As such all believers should follow the Lord in believers baptism. 

1. In the early church baptism was not something nice, it was something that all 
believers were expected to, yes commanded to take part in. 

2. Examples of believers baptism abound in the Word of God 
a. Acts 2:41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there 

were added that day about three thousand souls. 
b. Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men 
and women alike. 

c. Acts 10:48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 

d. Acts 16:33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their 
wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household. 

e. Acts 18:8 And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with 
all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were 
believing and being baptized. 

f. Acts 19:5 And when they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 

g. Acts 22:16 'And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on His name.' 

 
 

III. Adults who were baptized as children may fail to see the necessity of following the 
Lord in believers baptism. 

 
A. While some denominations feel this public witness can be mediated  

1. by a priest,  
2. by a covenant relationship with the parents  
3. or by the pastor emersing the candidate publicly before the church, on the basis of 

the pastor’s feelings and convictions rather than the candidates testimony 
4. we hold to the strict biblical view of believers baptism being a testimony by the 

believer, before the church. 
5. Thus the term, Believers Baptism 
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a. Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men 
and women alike. 

b. Acts 8:13 And even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he 
continued on with Philip… 

c. Acts 18:8 And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with 
all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were 
believing and being baptized. 

d. Thus, if you were immersed or sprinkled before you became a Christian, you 
have been ritually immersed or sprinkled but you have not followed the Lord 
Jesus Christ in believers Baptism. 

e. My children, when they were young used to “play church” in our swimming 
pool and immerse each other, yet no one would say that they were truly 
Baptized.  So many Christians as children, youth or young adults were 
immersed or sprinkled in water, yet not Baptized. 

f. You are only Baptized, when as a believer you have followed the Lord Jesus 
Christ in believers Baptism. 

 
B. By believers baptism we mean… 

1. That the candidate has made a personal profession of faith 
2. That the candidate can articulate that profession  
3. That the candidate understands that baptism is a witness of obedience of this 

profession separate and apart from salvation 
4. That the candidate can articulate this conviction 
5. That the candidate has made the decision to be baptized 
6. That the candidate can articulate this decision 
7. As a result the pastor is able with confidence to represent these decisions to the 

church at the time of the candidate’s baptism 
 

C. The Bible makes it clear that acts of obedience are between God and man.   
1. That there is one and only one mediator between God and man – Christ Jesus.   

a. As a result no one can make an act of obedience on your behalf.  All aspects 
of life and godliness on the part of the Christian must be carried out by the 
Christian in his relationship with God. No man, priest, pastor or parent can do 
this for him. 

b. 1TI 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 

2. While this public testimony may be presented by the pastor during the baptismal 
service, the candidate must be able to confidently articulate to the pastor this 
testimony.   

3. No matter how earnestly a second party may desire or may have desired to 
articulate the feelings of the baptismal candidate the candidate must be at a 
spiritual stage where he can do this on his own without help for him to have 
followed the Lord in believers baptism. 

4. The witness of baptism is more than immersion of the candidate by the pastor. 
a. It is the immersion of the confessing candidate by the pastor.   
b. It is therefor necessary, in order for this to be a biblical believers baptism, for 

the candidate to be able to give a clear confession of faith to the pastor. 
c. This clearly separates the act of salvation and profession of faith from the act 

of believers baptism. 



 5
d. As a result, one who has been baptized as a child or as an unbeliever has not 

been scripturally baptized at all, has not followed the Lord in believers 
baptism, but rather has been ritually sprinkled or immersed in water.  
Something entirely different from scriptural believers baptism. 

 
D. The most common objection… 

1. “Since it is meant to be the first testimony a young believer gives to the world 
there is no reason for me to do it at this late date.  All my non Christian 
friends know that I am a Christian and I witness regularly.  The time for a 
meaningful baptism has passed.” 
a. The witness of Baptism is only one part of Baptism 

1.) We are commanded to be Baptized apart from the aspect of the 
witness, to “fulfill all righteousness”. 

2.) Ministers are commanded to Baptize apart from the aspect of the 
witness, to “make disciples”. 

b. The witness of Baptism is a very real aspect of Baptism but is nowhere 
depicted in scripture as “the first testimony”.  It simply is a testimony and 
one which the Lord requires of us. 

c. It is though more than just a testimony.  It is an act of obedience.  The 
minister, the candidate and the church body are under the command of 
God to jointly participate in the ordinance of baptism.  These commands 
are given without reference to age and without reference to the time which 
has elapsed since conversion. 

d. You may have been saved as a child.  You may have been walking with 
God for many years, even ministering.  This does not free you from the 
responsibility to submit to the authority of the Word and follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ in believers Baptism. 

 
IV. The Baptism of the candidate is in no way linked to the candidate’s salvation.   
Ephesians 2:8 & 9  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God;  not as a result of works, that no one should boast. 
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
 

A. Your decision to be baptized is completely separate from your salvation. 
 
B. If you were baptized as a child or have never been baptized as a believer and 

now desire to follow the Lord in believers baptism, you are not saying you are 
now being saved, rather you are saying that you wish to obey the Lord in this 
area. 

 
C. If you are a new believer, the act of baptism in no way “nails down” your 

salvation or insures you membership in God’s kingdom, rather it is a public 
testimony of faith as out of obedience you  follow the Lord  in believers baptism. 
1. When you are baptized you are not “getting saved”. 
2. When you are baptized you are not “becoming a Baptist.” 
3. When you are baptized you are  

a. obeying the command of God to follow the Lord in believers baptism 
b. submitting to church leadership, who are themselves obeying the command of 

God in baptizing believers 
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c. joining with the church in obedience to the public witness of salvation 

through your baptism. 
 
V. The goal is believers baptism – a public witness, by the believer, the church 

leadership and the church as a whole, in obedience to the Word of God, by the 
believer personally following the Lord in believers baptism by immersion. 

 
A. For it to be believers Baptism it must be the candidate’s decision before the 

church. 
 
B. As a result it is important that the candidate be able to share, at his level, the 

decision he has made. 
1. Although the candidate may not be able to communicate the doctrinal nuances the 

confidence of a personal decision should be evident.   
2. The candidate need not speak before the congregation.  The candidate must 

however express confidence in this decision to the pastor, that the pastor may 
express this confidence before the congregation. 

3. Where there is not confidence in the interview, there can be no corresponding 
confidence by the pastor in the baptism. 

4. Believers baptism is a testimony.  Where a confident testimony is not given, a 
confident testimony cannot by honestly presented to the church. 

 
C. When candidates meet with the pastor who is performing the ordinance, he will 

ask them five questions which they will answer in their own words. 
1. Shyness or self-consciousness may cause the candidate hesitancy in the interview. 
2. The nature of a testimony though is that it overcomes bashfulness. 

a. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

b. II Corinthians 3:12  Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in 
our speech, 

3. It is important for a candidate who comes for baptism to be able to respond with 
confidence to the five basic questions listed below.  This to insure that their 
baptism is the candidate’s testimony to the church. 

4. This information is then presented to the church, as their testimony during the 
baptismal service. 

 
VI. If the candidate is not ready for baptism, we are in no way questioning his salvation.  

We are simply saying that at this time the candidate is not able to give a testimony 
which can represented before the church. 

 
A. It may mean the candidate is not clear or secure in his personal salvation. 

 
B. It may mean that the candidate, though saved, is not clear on the true meaning 

of baptism. 
 

C. No matter the case this interview is a necessary witness, a necessary function of 
the ordinance of baptism. 

 
VII. Procedure 
 

A. The candidate comes forward during the service for counseling. 
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B. The candidate completes the study on baptism  

1. The candidate reads the introductory outline. 
2. The candidate then completes the Bible study. 
3. The candidate should then read the section entitled, “A Personal Word Of 

Testimony” 
4. Lastly the candidate should read the excerpt on Baptism from Mack and Swavely, 

“Life In My Father’s House” 
5. The candidate brings this material with him when meeting with the pastor. 
 

C. Their candidate meets with the pastor for baptismal counseling before being 
baptized 
1. Please make an appointment to meet with Brother John on Wednesday, either 

before or after the service 
 
D. The pastor will ask the candidate five questions to which the candidate can 

confidently testify 
1. What is sin? 
2. What is a Christian? 
3. How did you become a Christian? 
4. What is baptism? 
5. Why do you want to be baptized? 
 

E. If all parties are confident a date for baptism will be set. 
 
F. The pastor will explain the baptismal process to the candidate (this will include a 

visit to the baptismal pool) 
 

G. It is understood that for many families, the baptism of a candidate is an exciting 
event which the extended family will want to attend.  This is an excellent time for 
witnessing to both family and friends  
1. Believers baptism though is not a forgone conclusion.  This is neither a right of 

passage nor a confirmation service.  As a result, it is better to wait till after the 
interview to begin sharing with family and friends the date of baptism.  

2. All believers who can give confident evidence of both their salvation and their 
desire to make a public profession of faith through baptism will be joyfully and 
willing accepted. 

3. All candidates who are unable to give confident evidence of both salvation and 
the desire to make a public profession of faith through baptism will be asked to 
wait to be baptized. 
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You May Wish To Make Notes For Your Interview… 
 
I. What is sin? 

 

 

II. What is a Christian? 

 

 

III. How did I become a Christian? 

 

 

IV. What is baptism? 

 

 

V. Why do I want to be baptized? 
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A Personal Word Of Testimony 

Rev. John S. Mahon 
 
When I was in the fourth grade our Baptist pastor came into our Sunday school and presented the 
plan of salvation and we all responded.  Then he told us about baptism and we all responded.  
That night I was baptized.  I was not a believer, I simply did not want to be left out.  After all, 
who was I to disagree with the pastor of our church?  Besides, as I had seen when my brother 
was baptized, you go out for ice cream afterwards and everybody makes a fuss over you. 
 
When I was 16 I prayed to receive Christ at a youth retreat with our church.  I slowly began to 
grow in my understanding of the Christian life and of baptism.  I went to my pastor and shared 
with him that I had been saved for over a year but had come to the conclusion that I had never 
been scripturally baptized.  That I had never followed the Lord in believers baptism.  That 
following Sunday night I was baptized as a believer. 
 
Eleanor grew up in the Episcopal Church.  As such she was baptized as an infant.  Later, during 
her collage years she received Christ through a Bible study in her dormitory.  As she began to 
grow she realized that she had never been scripturaly baptized, that she had never followed the 
Lord in believers baptism.  She went forward in her church, was presented for baptism and was 
then baptized later that month. 
 
In both cases we were baptized as children, came to the realization that we had not been 
scripturally baptized since we were not Christians at the time, rather we had taken part in a ritual 
washing.  As a result of this realization we both made a decision to follow the Lord in believers 
baptism.  In my case, my parents were surprised, shared with me that they thought I had been 
“already done that”, but did not oppose my decision.  In Eleanor’s case, her family took it as a 
personal affront, as though she were changing her religion.   
 
The decision though to follow the Lord in scriptural baptism, in believers baptism is not one that 
can be made in terms of the acceptance or reaction of family and friends.  It is an act of 
obedience before the Lord and by the candidate Christian. 
 
The issue is not how long it has been since we became a Christian.  The issue is not what we did 
before we were Christians, not what others did or believed on our behalf, not what we have done 
or witnessed for the Lord in other areas of our lives, but only this, the issue is obedience.  Have 
we or have we not been scripturally baptized?  Have we followed the Lord Jesus Christ in 
believers baptism? 
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