
Prayer Dispatch  / God is Blessing in Answer to Your Prayers as We Prepare to 
Minister in Russia, Nigeria, Cameroon and South Africa in 2018 

 
 
To participate in our coming ministry in Russia, follow this link to make a 
donation:     www.gciweb.org 
Then click on the “donate button” on the left-hand side of the website home 
page. 

 
In this prayer dispatch...  

I. Pictorial Report 
II. Ministry Report for Coming Year - 2018 
III. Please ask God to guide your prayers: 

2 Corinthians 1:11 “you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that 
thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us 
through the prayers of many.” 

A. Ask God for open doors as we seek to bring the Word of God to a lost 
and dying world. 

 2 Thessalonians 3:1-4 “Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread 

rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;  

 2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. 3 But the 

Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” 

 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are 

many adversaries.  

 
B. Pray for the empowerment of the holy, eternal, inerrant written Word of 

God as we seek to call men and women into a saving knowledge of 
Christ and build up the Church. 

 “So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, 

 Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I 

sent it.” 

 John 17:1717 " Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” 

 
C. Ask that God would bless the ministry materially, that we might, in 

turn, bless those to whom we minister.   
2 Corinthians 9:7-15 

 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in 

everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written, "HE 

SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES 

FOREVER."  

 10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you will be enriched in 

everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.  

 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also 

overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 

  13 Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your 

confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 

http://www.gciweb.org/


14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of 

God in you.  

 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

 

 
 
Dear Prayer Warriors, 
 
We are home from Russia, Nigeria and Cameroon and enjoying a short break with 
family and friends before our return. As we look forward to the year 2018, we have 
before us Macedonian calls from churches and ministries in Russia and Africa. 

What follows is a report on the attached pictures which give an overview of each 
Macedonian call for the year 2018: 
 
1_ January – Pastor Oleg Volkov: St. Petersburg, Russia 
We depart for St. Petersburg Russia the middle of January 2018.  Our host there is 
Pastor Oleg Volkov of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of St. Petersburg.  During our 
time there we will teach in his church, as well as at the Seminary and Bible School. 
 

 
 



 
2a_ February – Pastor Ravil: Tyumen, Siberia 
Our next stop is in Tyumen, Russia in central Siberia.  Here we will minster with Pastor 
Ravil and the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Tyumen.  We will be teaching on 
marriage, family and doctrine during our stay – both in the church and in homes. 
 

 
 
2b_ February – Pastor Ravil and his wife Yulia: Tyumen, Siberia 
This is also a time of refreshment and iron sharpening for Pastor Ravil and his wife 
Yulia.  We meet with them several times each week during our stay for Bible study and 
fellowship. 
 

 
 
 



3_ March – Pastor Oleg Volkov: Ministering together in Pushkin and Pavlosk 
In March we return to St. Petersburg.  Pastor Oleg has a broad ministry to pastors and 
churches outside his own.  We will be ministering and speaking in Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist and Independent Bible churches.   
 

 
 
4a_ May – Emeka: Lagos, Nigeria 
We return to the US only to retool, resupply and then head to Nigeria.  There we will 
minister with The Navigators as well as in several churches. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



4b_ May – Emeka: Building up the church in Nigeria 
Our host, Emeka, has a great burden for evangelism and discipleship in the 
church.  Last year, in one conference alone, there were over 500 pastors and ministers in 
attendance.  An entire Presbytery was impacted because of Emeka’s heart and vision. 
 

 
 
5a_ August – Rev. Taniform Peters: Yaoundé, Cameroon 
Rev. Peters has one of the broadest ministries of anyone with whom we minister.  It is 
always a privilege to go to Cameroon and co-labor with him. 
 

 
 
 
 



5b_ August – Rev. Taniform Peters: Training leaders for the church in Cameroon.  Rev. 
Peters has a commitment to building up the church.  He will have marriage, family and 
discipleship conferences lined up.  In addition, Rev. Peters will host groups of pastors in 
his home where we will minister to their spiritual needs. 
 

 
 
6a_ Fall – Cape Town, South Africa:  Two years ago we were in Johannesburg, South 
Africa.  A young minister, Alex Steinberg, and his wife Kedidmetse attended the Family 
Discipleship Seminar.  He traveled all the way from Cape Town to attend the 
seminar.  Since then we have had an active correspondence with Alex and he has  
invited us to Cape Town to minister. 
 

 
 



6b_ Fall – Cape Town, South Africa: Ministering in churches and seminaries.  Alex is in 
touch with churches, Bible colleges and seminaries.  Join with us in praying for Alex as 
he seeks to expand the ministry of GCI in this great country. 
 

 
 
These are exciting times to be ministering the Word of God.  God is opening doors and 
blessing the ministry of the Word. Your faith, prayers and sacrificial gifts continue to 
drive this ministry ever forward.  We are so grateful for your co-laborship with us in the 
harvest fields of the world. 
 
By His mercy, 
II Corinthians 4:1 
 
John and Eleanor Mahon 
Grace Community International 
 
Please allow me to close this dispatch with a hymn from my prayer notebook that has 
been especially meaningful to me... 
(Psalms 104:33-34 “I will sing to the LORD   as long as I live; I will sing praise to my 
God while I have my being.  Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for me, I shall be 
glad in the LORD.”) 
 
Link to music/tune for this hymn: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqBi7srlHk4 

 
So Send I You 
So send I you to labor unrewarded, To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought unknown, 
To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqBi7srlHk4


- So send I you, to toil for me alone. 
 
So send I you to bind the bruised and broken, Oer wandering souls to work, to week, to wake,  
To bear the burdens of a world a weary   
- So send I you to suffer for My sake. 
 
So send I you to loneliness and longing, With heart a hungering for the loved and 
known,  Forsaking home and kindred, friend and dear one   
- So send I you to know My love alone. 
 
So send I you to leave your life’s ambition, to die to dear desire, self will resign,  
To labor long, and love where men revile you  
 - So send I you to lose your life in Mine. 
 
So Send I you to hearts made hard by hatred, To eyes made blind because they will not 
see, To spend, tho it be blood, to spend and spare not   
- So send I you to taste of Calvary, 
 
(Margaret Clarkson 1915 - ???; Margaret Clarkson experienced great pain and loneliness 
in life.  First in an unhappy home and suffering from infantile arthritis and later as a 
teacher in a far off logging camp in Canada.  Unable to fulfill her dream of mission 
work due to her disability she gave herself to the service of the Lord in every way she 
could imagine.  Of this hymn she is often given as an example of one who strove to 
conform her songs to Scripture and rewrote the words later in life, giving more glory to 
God and more hope in Christ.) 
 

 
 


