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In this dispatch...  
   

I.        Initial report – in the 30’s with the sniffles...  
II.     Adopting a minister  
III.   The ministry of intercession  
IV.  Your minister and hiss prayer requests  

   
Dear Prayer Warriors,  
   
We are getting ready today to leave for Siberia .  The temps here in St. Petersburg 
have slipped into the 30s for the first time so winter is not far behind.  This 
morning I give an exam to the students as El packs us up.  We depart for the 
airport at 8 p.m. Saturday night, arrive in Tyumen about 5 a.m. Sunday morning 
and then preach that same morning so I could really use your prayers.  El and I 
are both fighting head colds.  Nothing serious, just scratchy throats, no energy 
and the sniffles – seems to be going around.  
   
Adopting a minister  
With this email comes a picture of one of my student/pastors here at the 
seminary.  He is here taking a two week intensive course and will be returning 
Saturday to his home church.   (Details under IV above).  
   
Many times after a “Mountain Top” experience comes a valley.  These ministers 
now return to their homes and ministry in a very challenging environment.  My 
idea is to mobilize different prayer warriors for each one.  What a blessing it will 
be for these men to know that their brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the 
world are lifting them up in prayer.  
   
The ministry of intercession  
God the Holy Spirit teaches us clearly the value of the ministry of intercession.   
II Corinthians 1:8 – 11 has direct application with his opportunity to minister in 
prayer.  
   



8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came 
to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we 
despaired even of life;  
The pastor’s for whom you will be praying all minster in Russia ,  a great eastern 
Eurasian country comprising 10 time zones.  They labor under great duress and 
burdens which are hard for many of us to understand.  Often they despair of 
continuing on in the ministry.  
   
9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not 
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead;  
As with Paul there is a spiritual fatalism that sets in.  Since the worst may and 
often does happen it is best to go ahead and assume the worst so that no matter 
what your faith and endurance are vested in Christ and not the flesh.  
   
10 who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us,  He on 
whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us,  
As I have fellowshipped with and ministered to these pastors over the last two 
weeks I have heard story after story of God’s deliverance.  The strength and 
perseverance of these men can only be explained by their unwavering hope 
which is centered in Christ.  
   
11 you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be 
given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the 
prayers of many.  
You can help these men thought your prayers.  God the Holy  
Spirit allows us to actually co-labor with men anywhere in the world through 
faithful and earnest intercessions.  This passage makes it clear that ministers who 
are faithfully held up in prayer receive help that they otherwise would go 
without.  Your prayers will result in Thanksgiving.  These men are already 
excited about the fact that you would even consider praying for them.  Think of 
their joy in knowing you will pray for them.  The Bible makes it clear, as your 
pray for these men, favor will be bestowed upon them.  I know this is true - the 
Bible says it.  I know this is true - we have experienced it.  Eleanor and I know 
first hand the “help”, the “favor” which has been bestowed on us time after time 
as a direct result of your ministry to us through prayer.  
   
I close this email now and go to prepare coffee for my student ministers.  They 
will be taking their exam and then heading back to their respective cites.  El is 
packing for Siberia and though after nine in the morning it is not really light, 
temps are in the 30’s.  As always we minister by your faithful and effectual 
prayers.  
   



By His mercy, 
II Corinthians 4:1  
Rev. John S. Mahon  
Grace Community Int. – Ministering in St. Petersburg and heading east of the 
Ural mountains into the steppes’ of Siberia ...  
   
Please allow me to close with dispatch with a hymn from my prayer notebook 
that has been especially meaningful to me...  
(Psalms 104:33-34  “I will sing to the LORD   as long as I live;  I will sing praise 
to my God while I have my being.  Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for 
me, I shall be glad in the LORD.”)  
   
So Send I You  (Special thanks to Edward Krogius, friend and prayer warrior in 
Helsinki , Finland , for researching additional stanzas penned by Margaret 
Clarkson.)  
So send I you to labor unrewarded, To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought 
unknown,  
To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing,  
 - So send I you, to toil for me alone.  
   
So send I you to bind the bruised and broken, Oer wandering souls to work, to week, to 
wake,  
To bear the burdens of a world a weary   
- So send I you to suffer for My sake.  
   
So send I you to loneliness and longing, With heart a hungering for the loved 
and known,  Forsaking home and kindred, friend and dear one   
- So send I you to know My love alone.  
   
So send I you to leave your life’s ambition, to die to dear desire, self will resign,  
To labor long, and love where men revile you  
 - So send I you to lose your life in Mine.  
   
So Send I you to hearts made hard by hatred, To eyes made blind because they 
will not see, To spend, tho it be blood, to spend and spare not   
- So send I you to taste of Calvary ,  
   
So send I you-by grace made strong to triumph O'er hosts of hell, o'er darkness, death, 
and sin, My name to bear, and in that name to conquer  
- So send I you, my victory to win.  
   
So send I you-to take to souls in bondage The word of truth that sets the captive 
free, To break the bonds of sin, to loose death's fetters  



- So send I you, to bring the lost to me.  
   
So send I you-my strength to know in weakness, My joy in grief, my perfect peace in 
pain, To prove My power, My grace, My promised presence  
- So send I you, eternal fruit to gain.  
   
So send I you-to bear My cross with patience, And then one day with joy to lay it 
down, To hear My voice, "well done, My faithful servant- Come, share My 
throne, My kingdom, and My crown!"  
"As the Father hath sent Me, so send I you."  
   
(Margaret Clarkson 1915 - ???; Margaret Clarkson experienced great pain and 
loneliness in life.  First in an unhappy home and suffering from infantile arthritis 
and later as a teacher in a far off logging camp in Canada .  Unable to fulfill her 
dream of mission work due to her disability she gave herself to the service of the 
Lord in every way she could imagine.  Of this hymn she is often given as an 
example of one who strove to conform her songs to Scripture and rewrote the 
words later in life, giving more glory to God and more hope in Christ.  
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